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Summer worship services begin at 10:00 am.  Services will be held in the sanctuary 

throughout the  summer.  Please note that on August 23rd, we will be          

celebrating worship at the Hughsonville Church with Pastor Eddy de la 

Hoz and the congregation of Iglesia Christiana el Sembrador.  There will 

not be worship services at FPCWF on that Sunday. We look forward to a 

summer filled with God's grace, love, and joy as we worship together! 

 

August 2nd – Gail Burger 

August 9th  - Pamela Lupfer 

August 16th – Glenn Henricksen 

August 23rd – Service AT Iglesia Christiana 

August 30th -  Susan De George 

September 6th - Ray Bagnuolo 

September 13th— Rally Day!!  Staci Wagner 

September 20th—Rob Trawick 

September 27th—Laurie Preisendanz 

 

 



Page 2 

THE SPIRE                                 

Celebrating Birthdays at FPCWF 

Pat McCullough  August 22 

Elnora Decker  August 23 

Tom Holohan  August 26 

Lucille Holohan  September 14 

Robert Sorce II   September 14 

Marlene Gray  September 23 

Jacquelyn Steagall September 25 

    

If you would like to have your birthday included in the Spire, please call the church office 

at 845-297-2800 and we will be more than happy to add it 

THRIFT SHOP NEWS 

The Thrift Shop will be having a $5 bag sale on men's, women's and children's spring and summer clothing 

for the month of August. 

 

 

With the road construction completed on South Avenue, the Thrift Shop will be open on        
Fridays starting August 7th and Saturdays from 9AM - 1PM. 

If you would like to make a donation, you may bring it to the Thrift Shop on Saturday    
mornings or you may call Carol Gearhart (240-1421) or Kathy Sorce (462-6108). Please do 
not leave donations at the church or on the front / back porch of the Thrift Shop. 
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Church Office News 

Regular Church Office Hours are: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 9am-1pm. 

During July & August office hours are Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,                 

9am – noon. 

Phone: 845-297-2800 

Please feel free to call us with Bulletin Announcements, input for the Spire or any 

other questions  that you may have. If you call during office hours and you get a    

recording, we are most likely on the phone with another call.  So please leave a   

message and we will call you back. If you call when the office is closed, please leave a 

message and someone will call you back during regular office hours. 

Thank You! 

 

 

Budget Brief 4/30/2015 

Actual Given to Date                         Pledge to Date                             Difference 

 

 

Per Capita Contributions to Date $1,475.31 

$20,386.00  $21,127.68  (741.68) 
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Continued on next page 

Church Life  

 

   FOOD PANTRY HOURS 

2ND & 4TH SATURDAY OF THE MONTH 

9:00 AM - 11:00 AM 

 

The Food Pantry is currently low on food and could use donations of peanut butter, jelly, spaghetti 

sauce, boxed cereal, instant oatmeal (packets), tuna, saltines, Rice-a-Roni, canned vegetables and      

macaroni & cheese (no spaghetti / pasta at this time please).  However, if you feel that a monetary     

donation is easier, the volunteers can do the shopping.  If you make a monetary donation, please note on 

your check that it is for the Food Pantry.  Food donations can be brought to the church on Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays and Thursdays between 9AM and Noon, on Communion Sundays or to the Food Pantry 

(located at the Thrift Shop) on Saturdays between 9AM and 1PM.   The Food Pantry volunteers would 

like to thank the congregation for their continued support. 

Kathy Sorce 

Food Pantry Coordinator 

Volunteers needed to host Coffee Hour 

 

Coffee Hour starts Sunday, September 20th.  As each committee begins to make plans for 

different activities throughout the Sunday school year, we would like to encourage each  

committee, sub-committee, group and individuals to volunteer to host coffee hour in their 

plans.   Hosting coffee hour is not a hard task.  All one needs to bring is a ½ gallon of milk 

and cookies - nothing fancy.   The kitchenette is stocked with all the necessities ~ coffee, 

juice, napkins, cups, dessert plates and plastic-ware.  We do ask that if you are hosting a 

“special” occasion, that you bring any extra supplies that are necessary.   

 As part of our churches mission outreach, we are able to support a child from the  

Philippines, Rose Nhell Gubbayan, through the donations received at Coffee Hour.  The      

remainder of the proceeds goes toward supplies for the kitchenette. 

 While you are at coffee hour enjoying talking to old friends, and at the same time 

making new ones, think of how you can help out and volunteer.  A sign-up sheet is posted 

outside the kitchenette door.  If you have any questions, please see John Beale. 

 

Kathy Sorce 
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Thank you from the Poughkeepsie Children’s Home 

 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I would like to thank you for your        

contribution of $100.  Your support enables us to further our mission of      

providing a safe and nurturing environment that improves and empowers       

at-risk children and families in the Hudson Valley and surrounding             

communities.  We all appreciate your thoughtfulness! 

Sincerely, 

Linda Scott, Campaign Chairperson 

  
       

LONG TIME MEMBER RECOGNITION 

SEPTEMBER 20, 2015 

 

The Long Time Member Recognition will take place during worship on      

September 20, 2015.  This year's honorees are:  25 years ~ Rebecca  

Secore and Glenn Secore; 30 years ~ Debra Ghee; 40 years ~ Dorothy      

Camenga, Mark Piggott, Inman Steagall and Jacquelyn Steagall; 45 years ~ 

Ronald Bowers, Lillian Bowers, Ellen Delocis and Nick Johnson; 55 years ~ 

David Cunningham and Charles Secore; 60 years ~ Elaine Baller (Honorary 

Life Member).  As we share in fellowship with our church family, please take 

a moment to congratulate these dedicated members of our congregation. 

 

Kathy Sorce 

Fellowship & Outreach Committee 
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“Be the Church" Mission  

 Free Community Dinner 
 

We've been working for a long time on finding a direction for our 
church and we know we have to do something soon. Our prayers 

have been answered and it's become clear - we are going to 
serve a meal to the community!! What a great mission - serving 

our neighbors a free dinner!! 

 

Our first dinner will be Saturday, Sept. 26th 

from 4:30 - 6:30.  

We will be doing this monthly so we'll need EVERYONE to get   
involved in some way - shopping, cooking, setting/cleaning up,  
donating food, donating money and everything else that will be 

necessary to make this mission possible. 
 

You will be seeing lots of ways to help very soon so watch for   
signup sheets at church or talk to anyone who has been part of 
our "Be the Church" group. Let's all come together as a church 
family - one mission to serve others - does that sound familiar? 

We will be serving macaroni and meatballs, salad, garlic bread 
and brownies/cookies for dessert.  We are planning for 150     

people.  If you can’t help out with this first dinner, our future dates 
are October 24th, November 21st, and December 19th.  Please 

put them on your calendar!   
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Time of Worship Survey 

 

The worship committee would like your feedback regarding the time of worship services. 

Please complete the survey below and place in the box in the lecture room or mail to the church 

office.  We would like to have all responses by August 16th.  Thank you!  

 

______I would like to keep the worship service at 11:00 am. 

______I would like to have worship begin at 10:00 am. 

Other suggestions:  _______________________________ 

 

Name _______________________________________________ 

 Shop for supplies 

 Cook/Bake 

 Set up 

 Serve and greet 

guests 

 Clean up 
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Thanks from the Hudson Valley House of Hope 

Thank you so much for your donation of $100 

There’s  a Rare and special quality in the way some people live. 

However busy they may be. They still have time to give. 

Anything you ask or need, they’ll do their very best. 

No matter what the task is or how simple the request, 

Kindness just comes naturally to this rare and selfless few. 

Special, giving people just like you. 

                    Thank you for being such a blessing! 

Sincerely, 

Reverend Luader Smith 

Executive Director, HVHOH 

  

 

WAPPINGERS FALLS ROTARY THANK YOU 

 

A special thank you to the Wappingers Falls Rotary who held a food drive for the First 

Presbyterian Church Food Pantry on Saturday, July 11th.  Our Food Pantry has seen an 

increase in the number of clients we serve, and this donation will help in providing 

these individuals with food for themselves and their families.  Again, thank you for your 

generous donation. 

 

Kathy Sorce 

Food Pantry Coordinator 
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.  Amazing Grace – Is It Really That Amazing? 

Lent Study – 2015 (Continuation) 
 
Book 
 Grace: More Than We Deserve, Greater Than We Imagine  by Max Lucado 

Introductions 

 

 Simple working definitions of God’s Grace & Mercy: 

  Grace:  Getting what you do not deserve. 

  Mercy:  Not getting what you do deserve. 

   

Chapter 2 

 

The God Who Stoops 
“2 but early the next morning he was back again at the Temple. A crowd soon gathered, and he sat down and 

taught them. 3 As he was speaking, the teachers of religious law and the Pharisees brought a woman who had 

been caught in the act of adultery. They put her in front of the crowd. 

4 “Teacher,” they said to Jesus, “this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 The law of Moses says to stone 

her. What do you say?”  (John 8:2-5, NLT) 

 

Caught in the Act 

 No exit.    Deny it?...  Caught, in the act.   

Plead for mercy?  From who?  God?  “God’s people” were squeezing stones, lips snarled. 

 

No one would speak for her.  but, Jesus “stooped down and wrote in the sand”  (John 8:6) 

  He might stand up, step forward, ascend a stair, and speak…….  

But he went lower, lower than everyone else. 

They looked down on her, but to see Jesus they had to look down even farther. 

 

Jesus, Prone to Stoop 

 Stooped to wash feet.  Stooped to embrace children.  Stooped to pull Peter out of the sea. 

 Stooped to pray in the Garden.  Stooped at the whipping post.  Stooped to carry the cross. 

 Grace is a God who stoops. 
 

Wrote in the Sand 

 God’s fingers in the dirt.  It is not the first time.  He did it at the creation of man. 

 Did the second remind Jesus of the first, of where we came from?  Earthly people do earthly things. 

 

Standing Up, Stooping Down, and Standing Up Again 

  “They kept demanding an answer, so He stood up.” (John 8:7, NLT) 
 Jesus stood up to them.  Jesus stood up for her.  He stood up between them and her. 

 

“’All right stone her.  But let those who have never sinned throw the first stones!’  Then He 

stooped down again and wrote in the dust.”  (John 8:7-8, NLT) 

Name callers were silenced.  Rocks fell to the ground.  Jesus resumed his scribbling.  “When 

the accusers heard this, they slipped away one by one, beginning with the oldest, until only Jesus 

was left in the middle of the crowd with the woman” (John 8:9, NLT) 

 Jesus stands up again, and asks the woman, “Where are your accusers?” (John 8:10) 

  This question was for her.  This question is for us. 
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Your Accuser(s) 

 Not good enough?  Never going to improve?  You failed -- again… 

 The voices in our world.  The voices in our heads.    Citations for ever stumble. 

 

 Do the voices ever shut up?  No, because Satan never shuts up.  Satan is our Accuser. 

  The Accuser makes a career out of accusing.  Relentless, tireless. 

 Holy Spiritôs Conviction:  Repentance, Resolve, but Not Regret. 

 Satan’s Aim: Steal, Kill, Destoy.  Steal your peace.  Kill your dreams.  Destroy your future. 

  Condemnation – the preferred commodity of Satan. 

 

The Last Word 

 Satan does not have the last word.  Jesus acted on your behalf.   

Jesus stooped.  Low enough: for a manger, to be spat upon & speared, to be buried. 

 Jesus stood.  High enough: up from death, into the presence of God.    Let this sink in.. 

 In the presence of God, in defiance of Satan, Jesus Christ rises to your defense. 

 Clean conscience.  clean record.  clean heart.  Free from accusations, from condemnation 

 

 Jesus trumps the devil’s guilt with words of Grace.     

You are who He says you are:  Spiritually alive.  Heavenly positioned.   

Connected to God.  Billboard of mercy.  Honored child. 

Satan is left speechless, without ammunition. 

 

Still Feeling Guilty? 

 God uses appropriate doses of guilt to awaken us.  enough regret to change us. 

 Satan’s guilt brings enough guilt to enslave us. 

 

The Big Picture 

 When God looks at you, He sees Jesus first.     lamb on top, covering a person. 

 Do you trust your Advocate or your Accuser?    I John 2:1; Rom. 8:1 

 

“’Where are your accusers?  Didn’t even one of them condemn you?’  ‘No, Lord,’ she said.  And Jesus said, 

‘Neither do I.  Go and sin no more.’”  (John 8:10-11, NLT) 

  

 Grace happens here. 

 

Chapter 3 

O Sweet Exchange 

 

14 and said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have examined 

him in your presence and have found no basis for your charges against him. 15 Neither has Herod, for he sent him 

back to us; as you can see, he has done nothing to deserve death. 16 Therefore, I will punish him and then release 

him.”  

18 But the whole crowd shouted, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!”                   

19 (Barabbas had been thrown into prison for an insurrection in the city, and for murder.)           (Luke 23:14-19, 

NIV) 

Barabbus  

Barabbus, a insurrectionist & murderer, knew he was going to die.  Knew he deserved it. 

Should Pilate give him grace?  No, but he offered.  The crowd thought so, and demanded it. 

 

Jesus knew no sin.  Not that Jesus could not sin, but that He did not sin.   

Pilate knew this.  Pilate would crucify a guilty man.  But, and innocent one? 

Jesus was God’s model of a human being.  We are not.  Just call us Barabbas. 

 



12 He said, “A nobleman was called away to a distant empire to be crowned king and then return. 13 Before 

he left, he called together ten of his servants and divided among them ten pounds of silver, saying, ‘Invest this 

for me while I am gone.’ 14 But his people hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, ‘We do not want 

him to be our king.’  (Luke 19:12-14) 

 

Sin States: “ God, I do not want you to be my king.  I prefer a kingless kingdom.  Or, better still, a kingdom in 

which I am king.”  Staging a coupe against Godôs regime. 

 

Starting Where God Starts 

 All ships that land at the shore of Grace weigh anchor from the port of sin. 

We won’t appreciate what Grace does until we understand who we are…. 

  Rebels.  We are Barabbas.  Found guilty.  Deserving to die. 

Time to pay for your sins....    Youôre free to go.  They took Jesus instead of you. 

 

Christ took your sins away.  But where?   

Calvary.  Not just mockery, nails & spear, but the anger of God. 

 

 God did not overlook your sin, lest He endorse them.   

He didn’t punish you, lest He destroy you.  Punished the sin, preserved the sinner.   

God gives you credit for Jesusô perfection. 

 

Pick It Up Where God Left Off 

 Barabbas’ response?  Don’t know.    Your response?   Personalize it!! 

 The cross:  God’s gift to the world, touches you, but does not change you. 

  Sweeter to whisper, ñChrist died for me.ò 

 He felt my shame and spoke my name. 

 

 Thank You.  Thank You God for Jesus taking my place, for the day Grace happened. 

 

 

 

To be continued… 

 

 

 

Thank you Dave Albert!   
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